
 

Preservation and Formlessness: A Poetry 
and Poetics Workshop in Response to 
the Archival Material for 4 Waters: Deep 
Implicancy  
  
Saturday 27th of April  
2pm—6pm  

 
This poetry and poetics workshop is designed to respond to the 
archival material used for Denise Ferreira da Silva’s & Arjuna 
Neuman’s film, ​4 Waters: Deep Implicancy​. Individual and group 
writing exercises and brief guided discussions will intend to 
elaborate on four floating concepts—intuition, content, 
composition, form—in relation both to the archival material 
and the poetry deriving from the activities and conversations; 
and our direct engagement with the thought of Denise and 
Arjuna will contribute to and extend the archive in reading, 
producing, thinking and sharing the poetry that we make.   
 
Bibliography 
 
June Jordan, ‘Poem on Bell’s Theorem, or Haying the Field by 
Quantum Mechanics’; ‘Poem Number Two on Bell’s Theorem, 
or The New Physicality of Long Distance Love’; ‘Last Poem on 
Bell’s Theorem, or Overriding the Local Common Sense of 
Causes to Effect’, ​Directed by Desire: The Collected Poems of June 
Jordan​, ed. by Jan Heller Levi and Sara Miles (Copper Canyon 
Press, 2005)  
 
Etheridge Knight, ‘Haiku’, ​Poetry Foundation 
<​https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47593/haiku​>  
 
Gwendolyn Brooks, ‘We Real Cool’, ​Poetry Foundation 
<​https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/281
12/we-real-cool​> 

 
Aime Cesaire, ‘The Verb “Marronner” / for Rene Depestre, 
Haitian poet’, ​Aime Cesaire: The Collected Poetry ​trans. and ed. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47593/haiku
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/28112/we-real-cool
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/28112/we-real-cool


by Clayton Eshleman and Annette Smith (University of 
California Press, 1983), p. 369.  
 
Aime Cesaire, ‘Poetry and Knowledge’, ​Lyric and Dramatic 
Poetry 1946-82​, trans. by Clayton Eshleman and Annette Smith 
(The University Press of Virginia: Caraf Books, 1990), xliii.   
 
Gertrude Stein, ‘Composition as Explanation’, ​Poetry 
Foundation 
<​https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/69481/composition-
as-explanation​> 
 
William Blake, ‘Auguries of Innocence’, ​Poetry Foundation 
<​https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43650/auguries-of-in
nocence​> 
 
William Carlos Williams, ‘The Red Wheelbarrow’, ​Poetry 
Foundation 
<​https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45502/the-red-wheel
barrow​> 
 
Bob Kaufman, ‘The American Sun’, ‘The Poet’, ​The Ancient 
Rain: Poems 1956-1978​, ed. by Raymond Foye (New York: New 
Directions Publishing, 1981), pp. 61-68. 
 
Bob Kaufman, ‘Walking Parker Home’, ​Solitudes Crowded With 
Loneliness​ (New York: New Directions Publishing, 1965), p. 5.  
 
Will Alexander, ‘Compression and Purity’, ​Compression & Purity 
(San Francisco: City Lights Books, 2011), p. 22.  
 
Denise Ferreira da Silva, ‘On Difference Without Separability’, 
issuu 
<​https://issuu.com/amilcarpacker/docs/denise_ferreira_da_silva
> 
 
M. NourbeSe Philip, ​Zong! ​ed. by Setaey Adamu Boateng 
(Weslyan University Press, 2008) 
 
Emily Critchley, ‘​from ​Some Curious Thing (2009) (i)’, ​Love / All 
That / & OK ​(London: Penned in ​the Margins​, 2011), p. 52.   
 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/69481/composition-as-explanation
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/69481/composition-as-explanation
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43650/auguries-of-innocence
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43650/auguries-of-innocence
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45502/the-red-wheelbarrow
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45502/the-red-wheelbarrow
https://issuu.com/amilcarpacker/docs/denise_ferreira_da_silva


Nathaniel Mackey, ‘On Antiphon Island —“​mu” twenty-eighth 
part—​’​,​ ​Splay Anthem​ (New York: New Directions Publishing, 
2002), p. 64.  
 
Fred Moten, ‘Sound in Fluorescence: Cecil Taylor’s Floating 
garden’, ​ubuweb ​<​http://www.ubu.com/papers/moten.html​>  
 
Fred Moten, ‘​come on, get it!​ ​with Thom Donovan, Malik Gaines, 
Ethan Philbrick, Wikipedia and the Online Etymology Dictionary​’​, 
The New Inquiry ​<​https://thenewinquiry.com/come_on_get_it/​> 
 
Dionne Brand, ‘Ruttier for The Marooned in the Diaspora’, in 
Arthur Jafa’s ​A Series of Utterly Improbable, Yet Extraordinary 
Renditions ​(London: ​Serpentine Galleries and Koenig Books 
2018)  
 
Fred Moten, ‘Black Topological Existence’, in Arthur Jafa’s ​A 
Series of Utterly Improbable, Yet Extraordinary Renditions 
(London: ​Serpentine Galleries and Koenig Books 2018) 
 
Hypatia Vourloumis, ‘Ten These on Touch; or, Writing Touch’, 
Women and performance: a journal of feminist theory 
<​https://www.womenandperformance.org/ampersand/ampersan
d-articles/ten-theses-on-touch-or-writing-touch-hypatia-vourlo
umis.html​>  
 
Nisha Ramayya, ‘Secretions and Obstructions’, ​Litmus 
Publishing 
<​https://www.litmuspublishing.co.uk/Samples/NishaRamayya​> 
 
Edmund Hardy, ‘Aime Cesaire / “marron” / 1946’ 
<​http://bitetheweeds-blog.tumblr.com/post/150630976077/aim%
C3%A9-c%C3%A9saire-marron-1946​> 
 
Denise Ferreira da Silva, ‘Fractal Thinking’, ​aCCessions 
<​https://accessions.org/article2/fractal-thinking/​>  

http://www.ubu.com/papers/moten.html
https://thenewinquiry.com/come_on_get_it/
https://www.womenandperformance.org/ampersand/ampersand-articles/ten-theses-on-touch-or-writing-touch-hypatia-vourloumis.html
https://www.womenandperformance.org/ampersand/ampersand-articles/ten-theses-on-touch-or-writing-touch-hypatia-vourloumis.html
https://www.womenandperformance.org/ampersand/ampersand-articles/ten-theses-on-touch-or-writing-touch-hypatia-vourloumis.html
https://www.litmuspublishing.co.uk/Samples/NishaRamayya
http://bitetheweeds-blog.tumblr.com/post/150630976077/aim%C3%A9-c%C3%A9saire-marron-1946
http://bitetheweeds-blog.tumblr.com/post/150630976077/aim%C3%A9-c%C3%A9saire-marron-1946
https://accessions.org/article2/fractal-thinking/

